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BALTIMORE, JUNE 15, 1832, 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
Extract from the Minutes of the Annual Con- 


ference of the Methodist Protestant Church 
of the District of N. York and Lower Canada. 


The Conference assembled Thursday, May 
10, 1832, and continued its sessions until Sa- 
turday 13, inclusive. 


Ministers and Preachers on the District—Na- 
thaniel Gage, Josiah Wilcox, Hugh Kelly, Wm. 
Wait, Philemon Sampson, Richard Gage, Roz- 
well Bourn, Alexander Thompson, Joseph 
Kimoall. 


Lay Delegates present—Crosby Curtis, Cor- 
nelius Hodges, Zattee Albee, Edward Cowan. 


The Rev. Nathaniel Gage, was elected Pre- 
sident for the ensuing year, Hugh Kelly, Secre- 
tary, pro tem. 


Stations of the Ministers and Preachers. 


Plattsburgh Station, Josiah Wilcox. 

Beekmantown Circuit—Hugh Kelly. 

Sherrington Circuit—Thomas Sterricker. 

Grand Isle Circuit—William W ait. 

Stanbridge Circuit—Richard Gage. 

Bolton Circuit—Joseph Kimball, Superinten- 

dent, Alexander Thompson, Assistant. 

Franklin County—Philemon Sampson. 

Sciota Mission—Charles Reed. 

Magog Mission—Rozwell Bourn. 

Bro. Croker transferred to Vermont Confer- 
ence in the room of Bro. N. Gage. 

Brothers Sterricker and Reed were elected to 
orders and received into the Itinerancy. 


As to the mode of electing Delegates to sit in 
the Annual Conference, it was Resolved, That 
the third Quarterly Conference in each Confer- 
ence year, shall nominate Candidates for the lay 
representation to the Annual Conference, and 
a list of the persons nominated shall be given to 
the respective Class Leaders of each Circuit or 
Station, who shall give notice to the members 
of the time and place of the election; and each 
member entitled to vote shall mark (1) opposite 
the person’s name for whom he votes. The 
Class Leaders shall make a return of the votes 
so taken, closed and sealed, to the next Quar- 
terly Conference, and the Quarterly Conference 
shall give certificates to those persons who have 
the greatest number of votes. The Quarterly 
Conference shall have the casting vote. 


Resolved, That the same right of suffrage 
and eligibility to office, enjoyed by white minis- 
ters, preachers and members shall be extended 


to colored ministers, preachers and members of 


the Methodist Protestant Church within the 
bounds of this District. 

Resolved, ‘That we are bound by our princi- 
ples to use our influence and exertions to extend 


the circulation of that excellent paper, ‘*The 


Methodist Protestant;’’ and to effect sales of those 

books published by the Book Agent. . 
Resolved, That we will strictly enforce the 

observance of our rules in relation to temper- 
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ance on all who desire admission to our fellow- 
ship. 

Our love-feasts and clasg meetings to be held 
with open doors. 

The first Friday in September to be observed 
as a day of thanksgiving and prayer. 

Camp Meeting—for the New York State Sep- 
tember 6th, on Point au Roche—for Canada, 
August 16th, Hemmingsford. 

he Rev. Josiah Wilcox, H. Kelly, and R. 
Gage, the Standing Committee for this Confer- 
ence year, to appoint a President pro tem. in 
the event of the death, resignation, or suspen- 
sion of the President. 

Josiah Wilcox, Conference Steward. 

The next Annual Conference to meet the first 
Thursday in February, 1833—the place to be 
fixed by the President. 

H. Ketty, Secretary. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
MARYLAND. 


Fork Town, May 31, 1832. 


Dear Brotuer,—Since you left us we have 
had to encounter some afflicting circumstanc- 
es. The preachers of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church have excited their people to think and 
speak much evil of us falsely, and have made use 
of every effort to prejudice them against the in- 
fant branch of the Methodist Protestant Church 
recently established in this part of the country. 
They have even dared to sound the cry of 
‘‘Schismatics,”’ “Backsliders,” &c. Yet,strange 
to tell, they have most pressingly invited those 
whom they call by those severe and unkind epi- 
thets, to return to full fellowship in the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church! These preachers, learn, 
have visited nearly all the members who have 
joined the M. P. Church, but without effect. 
Finding all attempts to regain those who had 
attached themselves to us fruitless, they have 
now resorted to violent proceedings; amongst 
others, they prepared a lock for the door of 
Mount Zion meeting house, for the purpose of 
shutting out our class who had occupied it.— 
But at this juncture a friend interfered, and gave 
those who had purposed the iniquitous act to 
know that the house belonged to him, and not 
to them; and that they should not prevent our 
continued occupancy of it. I besought him 
not to prevent their preaching in the house,and 
they have since made an additional appointment 
to the one they had before on the Sabbath—no 
doubt from a view of excluding us from having 
preaching on the Sabbath in the house. There 
appears to be a considerable revival of selfish- 
ness and party spirit amongst them. 

Praise the Lord, O my soul! The God whom 
we serve has thus far delivered us from any ad- 
verse effect of their evil designs against us. We 
have been preserved in great peace of mind, 
and in the spirit of Christian harmony and love. 
Our prospects are brightening; and better and 
more glorious times are anticipated by our little 
flock. Since your departure, forty six members 


have been added to our Zion; and more wil! 
soon unite with us. My prayer is, that Gad 
would abundantly own, bless and prosper this 
infant branch of the Church of the Lord Jesus, 
and that He would hasten the period when eve- 


ry thing lovely, holy and liberal shall prevail.— 


O that He would enable His persecuted follow- 
ers to commit their souls and cause into His 
hands. We have liberal donations from our 
neighbors to build a church in this place. I 
learn our brethren and friends have already u 
wards of $200 subscribed to build a church in 
Salisbury. Bro. Quinton told me that he has a 
prospect of obtaining funds sufficient to build 
three more churches! 
My dear brother, pray that we may prove faith- 

ful to God and the best interests of His children. 

Yours, truly, Taytor. 
Rev. Ext Henk te, 

Pres’t. Md. Con. District. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
NORTH CAROLINA. 


Rock Creek, Orange Co. May 31, 1832., 


Dear Brotuer,—We are blessed with gra- 
cious seasons in this section of country. A re- 
vival of religion took place last summer about 
the time we organized, and has continued to 
spread. Many souls during its continuance 
professed to obtain pardoning mercy through a 
glorious Mediator. Some young men have em- 
braced religion and joined the Methodist Pro- 
testant Church, who are engaged in pointing 
others to the Lamb of God who taketh away the 
sin of the world. I have lately received 10 or 
12 members. 

In this, and the adjacent neighborhoods, we 
have increased, in less than twelve months, to 
nearly one hundred, and our prospects from the 
commencement I think have never been more 
flattering than at present, either for conversions 
or accessions to our church. 

Yours, <A. ALLBRIGHT. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS. 


Brunswick county, Va. May 26, 1832. 


We have a comfortable house for worship 
within half a mile of ———’s house, and have a 
society of 35 members; and the last preaching 
day we had 7 mourners to be prayed for,and one 
of them found peace: Thanks be to God. There 
is some prospect of good -s done at other 
places. My Son‘and Bro. J. had a two day’s 
meeting about 10 miles above the Wesley Cha- 
pel a week ago, where 4 professed to be con- 
verted; and in the little circuit where young Bro. 
Burgess rides, whjch takes in this neighbour- 
hood, he has taken into society several mem- 
bers. There are two more preaching houses spoken 
of to be built for the Methodist Protestants shortly. 

Monday morning, May 28th.—I went with my 
little family yesterday to the Wesley Chapel,and 
preached to a small congregation. The morn- 
ing being inclement, we spent three hours to- 


Methodist Protestant Church. 
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ether agreeably. The sermon was not long, 
ut the earnest seekers of salvation kept us un- 
til3 o’clock. We lacked help, as there was no 
preacher or exhorter but one old man.* We had 
some singing and praying;and several mourners, 
I hope, departed resolved to seek until they find 
eace. At Allan’s Church about 3 miles below 
. 8’s. there is a class raised, about 12 or 15 
in number, and at Moody’s Church there is also 
a class formed. 


*The writer of the letter; who we learn, ts one 
amongst the most venerable and pious men of 
the age. Pub. 


Alexandria, D. C. June 2, 1832. 


Our society is moving on gradually. A few 
have recently joined us from the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. Bro. Levi R. Reese, our 
preacher, is well received by our Church, and by 
the community generally. 


New York, May 30, 1832. 


In City [learn about thirty wish to unite 
with us, and probably would supporta 
but we have no preacher to spare. Yesterday 
an official member from the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church from ——, came to this city with a 
request that one of our preachers would go and 
form a society, and assured us that a number 
wish to unite with the Methodist Protestant 
Church. There is a most extensive field of la- 
bour open before us. Yours, 


ECCLESIASTICAL. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
AN EXPOSTULATION. 

We ask, why is it that hundreds of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church who are fully persuaded 
in their hearts that our church is formed on more 
scriptural and liberal principles than theirs, do 
not come out at once, to strengthen the hands 
and to encourage the hearts of those who have, 
with much labour, and after much persecution, 
established a more liberal state of things for 
their participation and enjoyment. We en 
many of them intend to unite with us, but some 
are afraid they cannot be supplied with preach- 
ers. We have no fear on this matter. Only let 
our friends in their respective circuits and sta- 
tions in the old church, firmly unite their per- 
sons and their means, and preachers will not be 
wanting: no, even many of those who are 
now in the ranks of the old church itinerancy— 
many of their best and most useful preachers, 
will immediately follow them. A number of 
them are only waiting for the current to turn, 
and they will not long hesitate to unite their la- 
bours for the prosperity of the Methodist Pro- 
testant Church. | 

We then call on the intelligent, the poor,and 
the rich members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church to do their duty to God and the cause 
of Christian liberty. Why do any of you halt? 
Where is yourindependence of Christian prin- 
ciple and action! God will bless and prosper you 
in the discharge of duty. He has promised that 
nothing shall harm you if you be followers of 
that which is good and right. Then, no longer 
do violence to the best dicthtes of your sober 
judgment. Decide at once,*the very day this 
meets your eye, that as for me and my house we 
will serve the cause of God and Christian liber- 
ty. We are fully able in the strength of God to 
establish a Church—one, which, we trust in 
Heaven, will be for a name, and a praise in the 


Be faithful, prompt, and energetic, and de- 
monstate to angels and men that you are deter- 
mined at once to be free from priestly domina- 
tion. JOSHUA. 


. For the Methodist Protestant. 
AMERICAN METHODIST CHRONOLOGY. 


(NO. Iv.) 


The reader will see that the column under the 
head, conference, in the table, is divided from 
1779 to 1784, shewing that prior to ’79, all the 
preachers in America met in one conference. 
And that from ’79 until the adoptiou of episco- 
pacy there were two, one of which was illegal. 

The facts detailed in this number are stated 
in the table opposite the dates. © 

1777, and 
1779. 

The events of 1777, after the commencement 
of the war, next demand attention. About this 
time the Methodist preachers met with consid- 
erable persecution; and it seems to have been 


an object with some Methodist biographers, and | 


journalists, since that time, to fix the impression 
on the public mind that they were persecuted 
for their religion and for preaching tne Gospel. 
But this foul stain, attempted to be fixed ppon 
the fair character of those who defended our 
liberties, in order to conceal from public view 
the tory principles of those called by Mr. Lee, 
“our head preachers” should be wiped away by 
a plain unvarnished statement of the facts them- 
selves. Our fathers were not persecutors of 
any man for his religion, but for his opposition 
to our liberties. As we design noticing but 
one resolution of the conference of this year 
we will not give the minutes. The preachers 
resolved to take no step that might separate 
them from the brethren, or from the blessed work 
in which they were engaged. The phrase, 
‘the brethren,’’ was intended to mean their 
brethren in England, to whose authority the 
American Methodists had been declared to be 
subject, and those English brethren then pre- 
sent who were about to return to England. 
Those English brethren appeared not to be 
satisfied with having the American Methodists 
subject to the authority of Mr. Wesley and the 
English conference, but were disposed to con- 
tribute their mite to decide the revolutionary 
contest in favour of the British king. Mr. 
Rodda was zealous in the cause, and proved his 
zeal by taking steps in favour of a party of to- 
ries that had collected together in the state of 
Delaware. This man and Mr. Rankin, the 
a assistant, with Mr. Shadford fled to Eng- 
and. Mr. Asbury, being of the same princi- 
ples, in a little time after shut himself up at a 
Mr. Thomas White’s in Delaware. At this time 
the English Methodist preachers, both in Eng- 
land and America, could not indulge a thought 
in favor of American liberty; nor could they be- 
lieve that the effort to obtain it would ever be 
successful. Mr. Wesley, under such impres- 
sions, wrote against it, while Mr. Asbury sup- 
ported, and, so far as he could with safety to 
himself, inculcated his views. But, as the Eng- 
lish brethren, who were the “head preachers,’’ 
and had been imprudent in speaking too freely 
against the proceedings of the Americans, in- 
tended to return to England, their resolution 
was no doubt designed to bind those who re- 
mained, and the American preachers generally, 
to their English rulers, while they, by flying to 
England, screened themselves from punishment 
for taking part with the opposers of our liberty. 


Such a resolution, though it may seem to have 


American preachers in the same difficulties for 
which their ‘head preachers’ had to fly. 


this year are important, and will, when fully ex- 
amined, appear in a light in which they have 
not yet been viewed. The reader will see by 
the minutes that there were two conferences 
held this year, when but one was properly au- 
thorized to be held at a specified time and place, 
of all the preachers in America. One was held 
at Mr. T. White’s, Delaware, in April, and the 
other at the Broken-Back church, Virginia, in 


May. The last was regularly authorized, the | 
We will give the 


first was most assuredly not. 
minutes of the two conferences held this year. 


ers in connection with the Rev. John Wesley, 
Kent county, Delaware, April 28, 1779. 
year? 
Ans. Caleb B. Pedicord. 
Quest. 2. Who remain on trial? 
Ans.— 

Joshua Dudley, | Richard Garrettson, 

Philip Cox, Lewis Alfrey. 

Quest. 3. Who desist from travelling? 
Ans.— 

Robert Cloud, | William Duke. 
Quest. 4. What preachers act as assistants? 
Ans.— 

Francis Asbury, 

Daniel Ruff, 

Joseph Hartly, 


Freeborn Garrettson, 
Thomas M‘Clure, 
Caleb B. Pedicord. 


Quest. 5. Are there any objections to any of 


the preachers? 
Ans. They were examined one by one. 


Quest. 6. Who of the preachers are willing 
to take the station this conference shall place 


them in and continue till next conference? 
Ans.— 


Francis Asbury, | John Cooper, 
Daniel Ruff, Joseph Hartly, 
F’. Garrettson, Philip Cox, 


Thos. McClure, 
Lewes Alfrey 
Joshua Dudley, 
Jos. Cromwell, William Gill, 
Micajah Delrular, | Richard Garrettson. 


ye 7. How are the preachers stationed? 
ns.— 


New Jersey—Philip Cox, Joshua Dudley, 
Daniel Ruff. 

Philadelphia and Chester—Joseph Cromwell. 

Metitchen—John Cooper. 

Delaware—Francis Asbury, Caleb B. Pedi- 
cord, Freeborn Garrettson, Lewes Alfrey, Mica- 
jah Delrular. 

Kent—Joseph Hartley, Thomas McClure. 

Baltimore— William Watters, Thos. S. Chew, 
William Adams. 

Frederick—Richard Garrettson, Wm. Glen- 
dinning. | | 

No helper to make any alteration in the cir- 
cuit, Or appoint preaching in any new place, 
without consulting the Assistant. 
» Every exhorter and local preacher to go by 
the directions of the assistants where, and only 
where, they shall appoint. 
‘ ane. 8. Why was the Delaware conference 

e 
_ Ans. For the convenience of the preachers 
in the northern stations, that we all might have 
an Opportunity of meeting in conference; it be- 
ing unadvisable for brother Asbury and brother 


Caleb B. Pedicord, 
William Watters, 
Thomas 8. Chew, 


Ruff, with some others, to attend in Virzinia, it 


been intended merely to preserve the union of 
jthe preachers, was calculated to involve the 


We now turn to 1779. The proceedings of 


Minutes of some conversations between the preach- 


Question 1. What preacher is admitted this 
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is considered also as preparatory to the confer- 
ence in Virginia. Our sentiments to be given 
in by Brother Watters. » 

Quest. 9. Ought not every travelling preacher 
to meet the class wherever he preaches? 

Ans. Yes; if possible. 

Quest. 10. Shall we guard against a separa- 
tion from the church directly or indirectly? 

Ans. By all means. 


- Quest. 11. What shall be done with the 
children? 

Ans. Meet them once a fortnight, and exam- 
ine the parents with regard to their conduct to- 
wards them. 


Quest. 12. Ought not Brother Asbury to act 
as General Assistant in America? 

Ans. He ought: Ist, on account of his age; 
2nd, because originally appointed by Mr. Wes- 
ley; 3d, being joined with Messrs. Rankin and 
Shadford, by express order from Mr. Wesley. 

Quest. 13. How far shall his power extend? 


Ans. On hearing every preacher for and 
against what is in debate, the right of determi- 


nation shall rest with him according to the] P® 


minutes. | 


Minutes of some conversations between the preach- 
ers in connection with the Rev. John Wesley, 
Fluvanna, May 18, 1779. 

’ Quest. 1. Who are admitted on trial. 
Ans.-= 

Samuel Rowe, 
Greenbury Green, 
Charles Hopkins, 
Henry Ogburn. 
Quest. 2. Are there any objections to any of 
the preachers? 
Ans. They were examined one by one. 
Quest. 3. Who act as assistants? 
Ans.— 
James O. Kelly, Charles Hopkins, 
Andrew Yeargen, | Lee Roy Cole, 
John Dickins, William Gill, 
Reuben Ellis, Wm. Glendenning, 
Isham Tatum, William Watters. 
Francis Poythress, 
Quest, 4. How are the preachers stationed? 
Ans.— 
New Hope—James O. Kelly, Philip Adams. 
Tar River—Andrew Yeargan, Wm. Moore. 
Round Oak—John Dickins, Henry Willis. 
Mecklenburg—Reuben Ellis, John Sigman. 
Brunswick—Thomas Morris, Richard Ivy, 

James Morris. 

Sussex—Francis Poythress, Stith Parham, 

John Beck. 

Pittsylvania—Lee Roy Cole,Greenbury Green 

John Atkins. 

Amelia—Isham. Tatum, Samuel Rowe. 
Fluvanna—Carter Cole, Nelson Reed. 
Hanover—Charles Hopkins, John Major. 
Berkley—John Tunnell, John Hagerty. 
Frederick—William Glendenning, Freeborn 

Garrettson. | 
Fairfax— William Gill, Edward Bailey. 
Baltimore—William Watters, Thos. S. Chew, 

William Adams. 

a. 5. What numbers are there in society? 
ns.— 


Thomas Morris, 
William Adams, 
John Hagerty. 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 

Charlotte, 188 

James City, 77 

Hanover, 
Total, 


8577 

Preachers 49. 
Quest. 6. What shall be done with the preach- 
ers who were upon trial last year? =, 
Ans. To be continued till next Confetéhce. 
Quest. 7. Shall any preacher receive quarter- 
age, who is able to travel and does not? 
Ans. No. 
Quest. 8. In what light shall we view those 
preachers who receive money by subscription? 

Ans. As excluded from the Methodist con- 
nexion, 


Berkley, 
Fluvanna, 300 
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For the Methodist Protestant. 
THE LATE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 


Mr. Editor,—It is well known to the religious 
public, that there has existed for several years 

st considerable agitation amongst some of the 
eading ministers and members of the Presby- 
terian Church, with regard to a few doctrinal 
ints. 
The writer of this article does not profess to 
be perfectly acquainted with all the points of 
difference, and, therefore, does not feel at liber- 
ty to state any at present, lest he might be be- 
trayed into error, and thereby do injury without 
intending it. ‘To state merely the fact of such 
difference answers our purpose; which is to pre- 
jsent to your readers the honourable, dignified 
and affectionate course, pursued by the late 
General Assembly towards the minority of those 
who differed with the majority on the points al- 
luded to. 

The writer learns that a memorial was laid 
before the Philadelphia Synod, by a minority of 
the Philadelphia Presbytery, which had for its 
object a division of the Presbytery, in order to 
form two distinct Presbyteries, that each of the 
two parties, as far as the difference of opinion 
was concerned, might be accommodated accord- 
ing to their sentiments. The Synod, it appears, 
were not particularly averse from forming two 
Presbyteries, but the majority, are said to have 
been opposed to a division, exclusively on 
grounds of sentiment, but were willing to ad- 
mit it on geographical lines, without respect to 

arties. ‘The minority, not being satisfied with 
ess than a division on sentimental grounds, it is 
understood that the case was dismissed, and the 
minority expressed their wish to appeal to the 
Assembly. 

The minority accordingly presented their me- 
morial to the General Assembly, praying that 
the Presbytery might be divided according to 
the desire expressed to the Synod. This appli- 
cation is understood to have been the engrossin 
subject of discussion. Much able argument an 
eloquence were exhibited on both sides. It is 
understood that a majority of the Assembly were 
opposed to the views of the applicants on the 
doctrinal points formerly at issue. Yet the ma- 
jority treated the applicants and their applica- 
tion with much respect. Some in the majority 
contended that the case had not been presented 
to Assembly as presented to Synod; that it 
varied perhaps in phraseology from the memo- 
rial before the Synod—and, moreover, that ap- 
pended to the former, were twenty three signa- 
tures, whereas, that presented to Assembly had 
only thirteen—also that this could not be con- 
sidered an appeal from the Synod, inasmuch as 
‘it was not the original, nor a literal copy of the 
case as acted on by the Synod—and that if it 
were taken up at all,it must be taken up as new 


New Jersey, 140 | Amelia, 470 
Philadelphia, 89 | Sussex, 655 
Chester, 90 | Brunswick, 656 
Delaware, 795 | Mechlenburg, 498 
Kent, 493 | Pittsylvania, 500 
Baltimore, 900 | Roanoke, 470 
Frederick, 480 | Tar River, 455 
Fairfax, 3809 | New Hope, 542 


matter, and therefore under its then shape could 
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not be a a subject for the Assembly ac- 
cording to the standards of the church—and 
therefore those speakers wished the case sent 
back to Synod. he 

On the part of those who presented the ap- 
plication, it was argued, that although there 
might be some difference between the two docu- 
ments, yet the subject matter of each had for 
its rt ar one measure:—That the General As- 
sembly held not only appellate, but also original 
jurisdiction; and was therefore competent to 


sented to them. That Assembly possessed the 
whole power of the Church—and holding the 

ater, they of necessity held the less—and 
therefore hoped the prayer of the Petitioners 
would be granted. 

After the most careful and deliberate exami- 
nation of the subject, the General Assembly de- 
cided by an overwhelming majority, “that the 
prayer of the petitioners be granted.” The wri- 
ter of this article thinks the General Assembly 


Y-jon this occasion immortalized themselves by 


their liberal and praise-worthy decision, and 
have furnished an example without, it is be- 
lieved, a parallel in Ecclesiastical Legislation, 
at least for some centuries. This act of theirs, 
it is believed, will go down to posterity with sen- 
timents of unceasing admiration. 

With the merits of the controversy in detail, 
the writer has no disposition to meddle—but of 
the urbanity, brotherly love, and kind conduct 
of the majority he has much to say, but must 
at present forbear. What is more magnanimous 
than for a large majority to yeld to the consci- 
entious views of the minority, when by so doin 
they unite the church—prevent schism and ad- 
vance the interests of our holy Religion. 

Had the Baltimore Annual Denlarsnes of the 
Methodist Episcopal Churcha few years since, 
after Reformers had been expelled by the preach- 
er, James M. Hanson, and his packed jury, 
with the quartetly conference,who had, previous- 
ly to their assembling, denounced Reformers 
“enemies to the Church,” merely because they 
discussed the right of the members and local 
preachers to be represented in the councils of 
the Church,—we say, had that conference tak- 
en the honourable course which was pursued by 
the General Assembly, what unpleasant conse- 
quences would have been prevented? When the 
memorial of the expelled was presented to the 
Annual Conference they pretended they only 
had appellate jurisdiction! and because the ex- 

elled did not choose to goto the Quarterly 

onference, made up of their enemies, forsooth, 
the Conference replied they could not act on 
the case!! | 

Had the General Conference of the said 
Church have acted on the noble principle, which 
characterized the General Assembly, and had 
they pursued a similar course—and granted the 
prayer of the respectful memorial, many dis- 
graceful acts of their preachers and members to- 
wards their brethren would never have been 
manifested. But, alas, blindness, judicial blind- 
ness, fell upon those bodies. and now they have 
to mourn over a church which has been rending 
itself from that period, and the rent is likely to 
be from the top tw the bottom. 
Church! Infatuated Priests! will not God visit 


for these things? FLETcHER. 


It is a full vindication of Providence, that 
every man may choose God for his friend and 
rtion, if he please; and that so few do, isa 
ull proof of the blindness, corruption, and de- 


generacy of mankind. 


take up and definitively settle the case as pre- | 


Infatuated . 
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Ye For the Methodist Protestant. 
| THE HERMIT OF THE PRAIRIE AND EUGENIO, 


An Occidental Tale, 
An extract from an Original Manuscript. 
(NO. VI.) 


Come on now, says a prophet, and let us rea- 
son together. How could this be done without 
words? My thoughts are not as your thoughts, 
nor My ways as your ways, saith the Lord.— 
What were those thoughts of the Lord? ‘They 
were thoughts of mercy, and forgiveness; and 
these thoughts were expressedin words;—words 
are the vehicles of thoughts. Will the anti- 


revelation men still persist in maintaining, that] 


thoughts expressed in words, when considered 
as a means of communicating the knowledge of 
God and of religion to the human mind, are un- 
suited tothe human constitution? What could the 
ny woop have done without thoughts and words 
in their controversy with idolaters? What would 
the writers of the New Testament have done 
without them in proving to their Jewish coun- 
trymen, the unmeritorious nature of the legal 
sacrifices; and in shewing that the law was only 
intended to operate as a school-master to bring 
them to Christ, to obtain pardon through the 
merits of his sacrificial death? Can it be that 
thoughts and words, the great instruments of all 
human reason, lose their properties so soon as 
an attempt shall be made to employ them upon 
aa pertaining to God and religion? 

or a series of ages, religion was exhibited in 
the world through the metiews of words and 
images. The former revealed to the mind one 
invisible God; the latter attempted to body forth 
Lords many and Gods many. It isa question 
of much importance how this system of imagery 
could maintain itself in the mind against a reli- 
gion of words. We have already seen the im- 
portance of words to idolatry, in the estimation 
of its supporters, in its oracles and auguries.— 
But images had an influence over the mind of 
an indirect or mediate kind, which gave to them 
a great, if notin some cases an irresistible, in- 
fluence. They could be made to operate upon 
the feelings, or passions, and through these upon 
the mind; and they did so operate. Now, said 
the Hermit, I must call to your recollection the 
explanation which I endeavoured to give you of 
the organs of the thoughts and feelings; and of 
the modes of their action and reaction. When 
images are regarded as divinities or as their re- 
presentatives, the feelings produced by them 
will be regarded as divine, and will generate, or 
produce in the mind similar thoughts. But can 
such images be made to produce any feeling; can 
they act upon our organs of sensation, so as to 
make us conscious of their action? A little re- 
flection, I think, will convince you that they can. 
Will not the study of the monuments of idola- 
try disclose to us a prevailing conception of a 
reproving power? Arenot the references to the 
origin of things rather procreative than creative? 
You know enough of the Pantheon to supersede 
details. The names are not only masculine and 
feminine, but the aspects. 
indicates the flesh of the sex. Was not the idea 
true to the image? A religion operating upon, 
and through the sexual paggions would not sure- 
ly be apt to lack stimulus, Mor would the organ 
of thought fail to receive its due portion of it.— 
Need I say more to point out the natural ten- 
dency of all attempts to represent religion to 
the eye. These divinities not oaly married and 
were given in marriage, and ate iad drank, but 
their pleasurable stimuli were not thus limited; 
and indeed had no limits. Here you may see 


the carnal mind, as opposed to the spiritual 


The marble itself 


mind, of the scriptures. Among the idolatrous 
nations the transitions of the mind are mostly to 
Atheism; for, when idolaters cease to contem- 
plate the gods in the images which they see, 
they have no words by which they can hear of 
God; and considering the carnal attributes so 
conspicuous to the external senses in these im- 
ages, the probability that the moral sense of 
their devotees should be strongly excited seems 
to be proportionably diminished. It has been 
noticed mn that Atheistical philosophers have, 
in some instances, manifested more unfriendly 
feeling towards revealed religion than idolaters 
themselves; and that at the very time they ex- 
tol reason to the skies. It seems, that they re- 
gard words as being only highly productive of 
enthusiasm; and that they consider enthusiasm 
as the greatest of all evils. With an eye to 
this case, I have taken so much pains to ex- 
plain the physical structure of the human facul- 
ties. You could hardly fail to infer from the 
theory, that the purest moral truths expressed in 
the plainest language cannot secure the mind 
against a liability to err, for it is not by the 
truth alone that we judge, but by our a 
tion of it. If truth in the form of words, could 
be impressed upon our minds, as upon a piece of 
paper, then might we approach much nearer to 
certainty. But the impression upon the mind 
may be too weak, or too strong, or it may be im- 
perfect, or forgotten. It is not truein fact,that 
strong and overpowering religious feelings con- 
tain the germs of the vices, or lead to them.— 
Although when they terminate in extasy they 
are by no means so practical in their results as 
some suppose; and though they be far from ren- 
dering the subjects of » impeccable, yet are 
they often known to be quite harmless of de- 
moralizing consequences. 

Upon my theory, truths in the form of words 
stimulate the sense of hearing, and the organ of 
thought,and, through the intervention of thought, 
stimulate the moral sense. These distinctions 
are not only real, but the operation takes place 
in the order just stated. A truth in the form 
of words cannot reach the moral inward sense, 
or heart, in any other way. A truth, if first felt 
by an inward moral sense, must be reduced to 
words before it could appear in that form; and I 
say not that this reduction is in all cases impos- 
sible; L only want to shew that the operation 
would not be the same as in the former case.— 
A truth when first felt would stimulate the or- 
gan of thought, and the mind would conceive of 
it as felt, but the words necessary to express it 
would still remain to be invented or formed.— 
This theory being admitted, a similar process 
could not be denied to error also in the form 
of words. But error in the form of words 
may at the same time stimulate one or more 
of the other senses, or organs of feeling. It 
is thus that we may, without seeing “the wine 
in the cup moving itself aught,” hear descrip- 
tions of it which may excite our appetite more 
strongly than the sight of it itself. The verbal 
praises of all the vices operate in the same man- 
ner; the ear and the mind become the medium 
through which the organs of the particular vices 
are excited. But in hunger and thirst, for ex- 
ample, the appetite is the first mover, and puts 
the mind in motion. <A good poetical illustra- 
tion of this kind is given by a prophet, in his 
figure of a hungry and thirsty man’s dreams of 
feasts and flowing fountains. In the form of 
words, which we call divine revelation; vice is 
never praised; and vicious men are never flat- 
tered. I think I understand you, said Eugenio. 


To hear of beauty and to see beauty, may serve 


as anillustration, The poet paints to the mind’s 


eye, but though the image be ideal, the feeling 
produced is real. So too we are made to she 

tears over fictitious woe. If the bible, as you 
say, never praise vice, nor flatter vicious men, 


I do not see how the reading of it can injure 
virtue. 


The Hermit continued. In scripture bio- 
sraphy, if the guilty be ever taken into favour, 
we are always made to understand that they re- 
pented and reformed, or confessed’ and forsook 
their sins. Sceptics can see nothing but super- 
stition or enthusiasm in Christianity as set forth 
in the bible. I hope however to make you see 
in it, “the beauty of holiness.” It is by the 
sense of hearing that we acquire a knowledge of 
the past and the future, but our other senses are 
mostly limited to the present. Is not this an 
argument why the ear should be made choice of 
as the organ for the reception of religious in- 
struction, and that words should be its vehicle? 
The knowledge of invisible things, and of things 
past and present, can be thus alike obtained. — 
For this reason also faith is associated with hear- 
ing, rather than with any other sense. It is not 
from the present sensible state of things that we 
can argue conclusively the past, or the future, 
or even infer their present insensible proper- 
ties. Wemay hear what. others know or have 
known of the past, or the future, or do know of 
the present, but our hearing will not increase 
our knowledge for practical purposes, unless we 
believe. ‘There is no inherent power in the 
truth of any thing, which may be related to us, 
by which our minds are compelled to know it to 
be true. Theeffects of seeing and of hearing upon 
the mind, therefore, in many cases may be very 
different. Faith is necessary in religion as it is 
in all cases, to the knowledge we derive by in- 
formation. We may profit by the profitable 
knowledge of others, by hearing, understanding 
and believing it. Now, what sort of religion 
would that be which belungs only to the present, 
and may be whoily known by the sight,the touch, 
the smell, and the taste. We may be sure that 
it could have neither history nor prophecy, and 
that it would be merely natural, or material; that 
is, unscriptural and unspiritual. I perceive,said 
Eugenio, that if there be any thing in religion 
which is not born with us, and does not die with 
us, the knowledge of it can only come to our 
minds the medium of hearing, and be- 
lieving; as I cannot conceive how an inward 
moral sense can directly feel the past or the fu- 


ture, or enable our minds to conceive what has 
been, or will be. 


Yet there are, continued the old man, reli- 
gious people, who seem to join issue with scep- 
tics against the bible, because it is a word or 
dead letter, as they call it, as if a living letter, 
or word,or any thing living would be better than 
a living mind to perpetuate evanescent sounds 
and ideas. The value of history is its dead- 
ness. Once true it is always so. ‘The same 
may be said of written prophecy; the words can- 
not change with events, or change to suit them. 


Omicron, 


It is very surprising that praise should excite 
vanity; for if what is said of us be true, it is no 
more than we knew before, and cannot raise us 
in our own estimation; if it be false, it is surely’ 
a most humiliating reflection, that we are onl 
admired because we are not known; and that a 
closer inspection would draw forth censure, in- 
stead of commendation. Praise can hurt only 
those who have not formed a decided opinion of 
themselves, and who are willinz, on the testi- 
mony of others, to rank themselves higher than 


‘their merits warrant in the scale of excellency. 
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BALTIMORE: 


FRIDAY, JUNE 15, 1832. 


The sun rises and sets, shedding his beams 
upon the world, whilst millions of rational be- 
ings, from want of consideration, seem to be in- 
attentive to his grandeur and insensible of the 
life-sustaining influence of hisrays. The bless- 
ings which he daily dispenses are common, and 
therefore the world is ungrateful. Is there not 
too much cause to fear, that the people in this 
most favoured land are inconsiderate of the in- 
effable importance of the gospel of God our Sa- 
viour? Reader, art thou clear in this matter?— 
Suppose some individual to be in possession of a 
goodly share of earthly enjoyments. Let his 
circumstances be such, as shall induce his fellow 
inortals to rank him among the few that are hap- 
py, but let him be destitute of the light of the 
gospel. His views then are mostly confined to 
the present life; as to futurity they are necessa- 
rily dark, confused, and uncertain. Now, im- 
agine this person to be sitting down and serious- 
ly considering his condition. Must not his re- 
flections naturally be such as the following? I 
possess many comforts and enjoyments, which 
are denied to thousands of my fellow beings. I 
have ease and often enjoy pleasure, whilst I see 
others oppressed with labours and tormented 
with pain. In one thing, however, [ amon a 
level with the meanest of them all; I must die 
as well as they. All my possessions cannot re- 
deem me from subjection to this common lot of 
humanity. When I die, whither [ shall go I 
know not. But the experience of all ages in- 
forms me that wheresvever I shall die, nothing 
which I now possess or enjoy cangaccompany 
me. Many actions of my life I cannot approve, 
on account of which my mind is often greatly 


— disquieted, dreading the displeasure of that Al- 


mighty Being,who is the author of my existence, 
the efficient cause of all my comforts, and to 
whom, therefore, I am most righteously account- 
able. When I leave this life, perhaps his indig- 
nation may break out and who knows how mis- 
erable my condition may be! These thoughts in 
spite of wishes to avoid them, continually in- 
trude themselves, and damp my present joys, 
insomuch that I would willingly commute all 
these short-lived pleasures, all my possessions, 
for a certainty of happiness in that state to 
which I am hastening and which may endure 
forever! What an ineffable privilege, to be a 
Christian! It surely is the duty of us all to be 
diligent in learning to prize our happiness, in 
being the disciples of a Master, who came to 


free our minds from such uneasy reflections.—| 


But for his love, we all would have been involy- 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 
— 
; [ed in misery, and there would have been no eye 


to pity us! Behold what he has done! Our good 
Creator hath interposed his parental care! By a 
providence of unerring wisdom, he made a 
sacrifice of his Son! At the appointed time, Je- 
sus, “the brightness of his Father’s glory, in 
whom dwelt the fullness of the Godhead bodi- 
ly,” assumed our nature, appeared among men, 
revealed the blissful prospect of life eternal to 
all who will receive and practise a religion, the 
most pure and the most perfect; and to propi- 
tiate the demands of eternal justice, and to seal 
the truth of his glad tidings to the world, expir- 
ed upon the cross. Through this provision, so 
awfully impressive, we receive the atonement, 


our sins, and enjoy peace of mind, and the good 
hopes which pertain to the resurrection of the 
dead, and life everlasting. 


GEORGIA ANNUAL CONFERENCE. 


The Annual Conference of the Methodist Pro- 
testant Church for the Georgia District, will com- 
mence on the second Wednesday in September 
next, at the camp ground in Newton County. 

The Twig’s Camp and Quarterly Meeting will 
commence on the 22d of August, The fourth 
Quarterly Meeting for Newton Circuit on the 
second Saturday and Sunday in August. 

Epres Tucker, President. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
There will, by divine permission, be a camp 

meeting held by the Protestant Methodists com- 
mencing the 28th ae of September next at 
Union Chapel, Granville County, N. C. The 
meeting to continue seven days. The friends 
of religious liberty are particularly invited. 

SamMueEL J. Harais. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
CIRCULAR. 


MOSHEIM’S CHUROH HISTORY. 


This work, with some valuable additions, is 
about to be republished in two vols. by our Book 
Agent, and we do most cordially recommend it 
to our brethren. We presume that the most of 
our senior ministers are acquainted with its 
worth, and that they will readily concur with us 
in recommending it to the fqra a brethren and 
to the church generally. In doing so they will, 
doubtless, perform an important service, for in 
reading Dr. Mosheim, our brethren and friends 
will not only acquire a vast amount of Ecclesi- 
astical history, according to the professed object 
of the Author’s plan, but collaterally much in- 
formation upon the philosophy of religious theo- 
ries, as they have successively risen in the 
church, and have exerted their influence upon 
the opinions of men. The patronage of thas’edi- 
tion we also recommend from the reason, that 
the sale of the book will contribute to the en- 
largement of our publishing fund, at the same 
time that a knowledge of the work will be high- 
ly important and useful in an intellectual and 
point of view. 
F, Waters, 
James R. WIAs, 
Samv. K’, JENNINGS, 

Jonun CuHapPELL, 


| E. SrraHAN. 


Book Committee M. P. Church. 


find acceptance with God, obtain the pardon of 
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SIXTEENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE AMERICAN 
BIBLE SOCIETY. | 


This anniversary was celebrated in the Chath- 
am-street Chapel (late Chatham Theatre) New- 
York, on the 10th of May. Although this build- 
ing is unusually spacious, admitting about three 
thousand individuals, it was at an early hour 
filled to overflowing. ‘The President of the Su- 
ciety, the Hon. John Cotton Smith, took the 
chair, precisely at 10 o’clock, assisted by John 
Bolton, William W. Woolsey, Peter Augustus 
Jay, Stephen Van Renselaer, and John Pintard, 
Esquires, Vice-Presidents. 

he meeting was opened by reading the S5th 
chapter of Isaiah, by the Rev. Dr. Baxter, of the 
Union Theological Seminary, Virginia. The 
President then rose and delivered the address. 

In pager rit this Abstract, the Managers are 
called, in the first place, to record the death of 
Col. Varrox. This distinguished 
friend and benefactor was the first Treasurer of 
the Society, was eter ae its presiding Vice 
President, and for the last four years its Presi- 
dent. Residing in New-York he attended near- 
ly all the monthly meetings of the Managers as 
well as the annual meetings of the Society, and 
was familiar with every thing pertaining to the 
[nstitution from the period of its organization 
‘in 1816, 

The Managers have also to notiee the decease 
of Col. Ronerr Troup, of New-York, one of 
the oldest Vice-Presidents, and who had for 
many years set by the side of the President as 
his friend and his counsellor, both at the meet- 
ings of the Board and of the Society. The re- 
moval of these two venerated friends and fellow 
laborers so suddenly and so simultaneously, is 
to your Board a trying and affecting occurrence. 

Since the removal of these officers the Mana- 
gers are happy in having been able to fill their 
places by two of our fellow citizens, in whom 
the Christian community can place unlimited 
confidence. As successor to Col. Varick, the 
Hon. Jonn Corron Smarrn, of Conn. has been 
called to preside over the Society, and Joun 
Pinrarv, LL. D. of New-York, appointed to 
the place vacated by the death of Col. Troup. 

In addition to the former list of Auxiliaries, 
thirty-two others have been recognized the pre- 
sent year, making an aggregate of 848, exclu- 
sive of numerous Branches. 

The Receipts of the year, deducting the sums 
borrowed, amount to $107,059 00. Of this sum 
$40,193 88 were received in payment for books; 
$4,571 74 from legacies; $23,555 40 as dona- 
tions toward the general supply; $677 07, for 
the distribution of the Scriptures, in Foreign 
countries, and the balance from other sources 
specified in the Treasurer’s Report. 

It was stated in the last Report that 34,190 
dollars were due to banks. This debt has since 
been reduced to 22,000 dollars, and the debt for 
paper has been somewhat reduced. The mana- 
gers are deeply anxious that debts due from 
Auxiliaries may soon be paid in, so that this 
Bank claim may be removed and the society rea- 
dy to embark in Foreign Distributions. = 

The number of Bibles and Testaments print- 
ed this year amount to 156,500. 

He who does not rejoice in the Lord, and 
feel God’s peace as a cordial at his heart, is a 
Christian of a low form; and hardly a believer. 
Why are we so often heavy, and almost at our 
wit’s end, but because we look for comfort in | 
ourselves more than in Christ,and do not charge 
it enough upon our souls to rejoice purely ,simp- 


ly, and only in him. 
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MISCELLANY. | 


MENTAL IMPROVEMENT. 


No man is obliged to learn and know every 
thing, for it is utterly impossible; yet all persons 
are under some obligation to improve their own 
understanding. Universal ignorance or infinite 
errors will overspread the mind which is ne- 

lected, and lies without cultivation. Skill in 
the sciences is indeed the business and profes- 
sion but of a small part of mankind; but there 
are many others placed in such a rank in the 
world, as allows them much leisure and large 
opportunities to cultivate their reason, and en- 
rich their minds with various knowledge. 

The common duties and benefits of society, 
which belong to every man living, and even our 
necessary relations to a family, a neighbour- 
hood, or government, oblige all persons what- 
soever to use their reasoning powers upon a 
thousand occasions; every hour of life calls for 
some regular exercise of our judgment as to 
times and things, persons and actions; without 
a prudent and discreet determination in matters 
before us, we shall be plunged into perpetnal 
errorsin our conduct. Now that which should 
‘always be practised, must at some time be 
learned. 

Besides, every son and daughter of Adam 
has a most important concern in the affairs of a 
life to come, and therefore it is a matter of the 
highest moment for every One to understand, to 
judge, and to reason right about the things of 
religion. It is vain for any to say, we have no 
leisure or time for it. The daily intervals of 
time, and vacancies from necessary labour, to- 
gether with the one day in seven in the Chris- 
tian world, allow sufficient opportunity for this, 
if men would but apply themselves to it with 
half so much zeal and diligence as they do to 
the trifles and amusements of this life; and it 
would turn to infinitely better account. 

There are five eminent means or methods 
whereby the mind is improved in the knowledge 
of things; and these are observation, reading, 
instruction by lectures, conversation, and medi- 
ation, which last, in a peculiar manner, is called 
study. 

Observation is the notice that we take of all 
occurrences in human life, whether they are 
sensible or intellectual, whether relating to per- 
sons or things, to ourselves or others. It is this 
that furnishes us, even from our infancy, with a 
rich variety of ideas and propositions, words 
and phrases. All those things which we see, 
hear or feel, which we perceive by sense or con- 
sciousness, or which we know ina direct man- 
ner, with scarce any exercise of our reflecting 
faculties or our reasoning powers, may be in- 
cluded under the general name of observation. 
There is no time or place, no transactions, oc- 
cutrences, Or engagements in life, which ex- 
clude us from this method of improving the 
mind. 

Reading is that means of knowledge, where- 
by we acquaint ourselves with the affairs, ac- 
tions, and thoughts of the living and the dead, 
in the most remote nations, and most distant 
ages. By reading, we learn not only the ac- 
tions and sentiments of different nations and 
ages, but transfer to ourselves the knowledge 
and improvements of the most learned men, 
the wisest and best of mankind. It is another 
advantage of reading, that we may review what 
_ we have read; we may consult the page again 

and again, and meditate on it at successive pe- 
riods im our retired hours. Unless a reader has 


aa uncommon and most retentive memory,’ 


METHODIST 


PROTESTANT. 


there is scarcely any book or chapter worth 
reading once that is not worthy of second pe- 
rusal, 

Public or private lectures are such verbal in- 
structions as are given by a teacher while the 
learners attend insilence. An instructer, when 
he paraphrases and explains other authors, can 
mark out the precise point of difficulty or con- 
troversy, and unfold it. When he teaches us 
natural philosophy, or most parts of mathemat- 
ical learning, he can convey to our senses those 
notions, with which he would furnish our minds. 
He can make the experiments before our eyes. 
He can describe figures and diagrams, point to 
the lines and angles, and by sensible means 
make out the demonstration in a more intelli- 
gible manner. 

Conversation is that method of improving 
our minds, wherein by mutual discourse and in- 
quiry we learn the sentiments of others, as well 
as communicate our own. 
ence, not only the doubts which arise in the 
mind upon any subject of discourse are easily 
proposed and solved, but the very difficulties we 
meet with in books and in our private studies 
may find a relief. Aman of vast reading, with- 
out conversation, is like a miser, who lives on- 
ly to himself. 

Meditation or study includes all those exer- 
cises of the mind, whereby we render all the 
former methods useful, for our increase in true 
knowledge and wisdom. By meditation we fix 
in our memory whatsoever we learn, and form 
our own judgment of the truth or falsehood, 
the strength or weakness of what others speak 
or write. Neither our own observation, nor 
reading the works of the learned, nor attend- 
ance on the best lectures of instruction, nor 
enjoying the brightest conversation, can ever 
make a man truly knowing and wise, without 
the labours of his own reason in surveying, ex- 
amining, and judging, concerning all subjects 
upon the best evidence he can acquire. 


From the Episcopal Recorder. 
Extract from Bishop Moore’s Valedictory Ad- 


dress, at the close of the late Convention of 

Virginia. 

My Crericat Breturen,—What embassa- 
dor of the Saviour can look around him at this 
moment, without the conviction resting on his 
mind, that he will have to give an account of his 
stewardship; that the precious immortals who 
attend on his ministry merit his unwearied ef- 
forts; that it is his duty to deliver his Master’s 
message with scrupulous fidelity; in season and 
out of season to call sinners to repentance; to 
lead them for salvation to the Lamb of God; and 
to press on their consciences the necessity of 
that holiness, without which, no man can see the 
Lord? To slumber at our posts at the time in 
which our parishioners are anxiously inquiring 
‘‘watchman what of the night—watchman what 
of the night?” To be listless and unimpressed 
when they are asking in accents of the most 
thrilling anxiety, “what shall we do to be sav- 
ed?”? To be cold and inanimate when the eter- 
nal interests of precious immortals are commit- 
ted to our charge, would constitute criminality 


of the most flagrant character, and call down on 


our devoted heads the displeasure of heaven. 
When we cast our eyes around us from the 
pulpits we occupy on the Sabbath, and witness 
the assemblies of God’s people in the sanctuary, 
we should remember that they form the objects 
of the Saviour’s compassion: the beings for whom, 
he died onthe cross. We should recollect, that | 


By friendly confer-|P 


the great Master of assemblies, ‘is certainly pre- 
sent in our congregations, waiting to be gracious 
to the penitent: that the Holy Spiritis also pre- 
sent, to give efficacy to our instructions, and is 
pleading with sinners to awake from their slum- 
bers, and to follow Jesus in the way. These’ 
considerations should influence us to be in ear- 
nest: to warn our fellow mortals of the dangers 
attendant on delay: to urge them in the deepest 
solemnity to prepare to meet their God: nay, 
brethren, to pray them in Christ’s stead, to be 
reconciled to their Maker: immediately to close 
in with the offers of divine mercy, and to seek, 
by ardent prayers the pardon and forgiveness of 

eir sins. e should permit no considerations 
of pleasure or indulgence to step in between us 
oad our pastoral duty. We should show the 
people by our earnestness and solicitude, that - 
we consider the delay of a moment, may be at- 
tended with fatal consequences, and that the 
resent hour is the accepted time, and the day 
of salvation. My be!oved sons in the ministry, 
we have no time to fold our arms in ease and in- 
dolence. “Why stand ye all the day idle?’ 
forms a question which is justly applied to us; 
should excite the most awful claims in our bo- 
soms, as the next declaration from the throne of 
heaven would be, ‘‘cast ye the unprofitable ser- 
vant into outer darkness.” However attentive 
the minister of religion may have been to his 
duty; however sleepless may have been his nights; 
however abundant may have been his labour; 
however favourable may be the opinion formed 
of his industry, his zeal, and his efforts in the 
Gospel; yet when he shall come to the close of 
his life,he will feel that he has been deficient; and 
that conviction will force from his expiring lips, 
the penetrating cry of, Mercy, oh! thou Son of 
David. I speak to you, my sons, as a father to 
his children, and it is from an experience of 
forty-five years as a of the Gospel, that 
I callupon you to be faithful. For Jesus Christ’s 
sake, who died for poor sinners, be attentive to 
the sacred vows, which at the time of your or- 
dination, you voluntarily made. Labour with 
diligence in the vineyard of your Master, work 
while it is called to-day, and never be weary in 
well doing. Be faithful unto death, and God 
will give you a crown of everlasting life. Let 
not the discouragements arising from the luke- 
warmness of your people paralize your efforts. 
Let not any momentary unkindnesss stay your 
hand. In pgoportion to the sterility of the soil 
you may be called to cultivate, let your dili- 
gence be increased. 


Ricuarp Cuanninc Moone. 


THE DOCTRINES OF THE GOSPEL. 


The next thing will be, that with unfailing 
faithfulness and constancy we sound forth the 
gospel, the mystery hidden from ages; namely, 
that by Jesus Christ, the son of God, dying for 
us, remission of sins has been procured for the 
world. Be this our wisdom, to preach Christ 
crucified. ‘To this point let our discourses tend 
to set forth these riches and this glory of the 
love of God toward us. For what more could 
the Father of mercies do for us, than to give his 
only cn gira Son for salvation? What has He 
not with Him freely given us? What shall we 
not obtain through his Son. What forbearance 
and forgiveness will He not exercise toward us? 
With the net of this doctrine we shall become 
fishers of men, and draw them as _ willing ser- 
vants to Christ—for the hearts of sinners, bur- 
dened with the chains of their sins, and harrass- 


ed by cruel tyrants, gasp after peace and liber- 
ty. Thus shall we implant in them faith which 
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~ makes men live as though always in a labyrinth, 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


worketh by love, to produce really good works. 
For we do not preach Christ as having so died 
for our sins, as to leave us at liberty to live in 
them; but on the contrary, as having so redeem- 
ed us, that henceforth we should no more yield 
ourselves to bondage, but rather die to sin, and 
putting on the new man, live not like the first 
Adam,who by his disobedience forfeited life and 
brought in death both to himself and us, but like 
Christ, the second Adam, who by his obedience 
unto death restored us to life, and becoming the 
first begotten from the dead, gave to us the as: 
sured hope of the resurrection, and of future 
glory and immortality. Hence comes that bless- 
ed liberty of spirit, by which we recognise God 
as our Father, me Him whom we thus recog- 
nise, confide in Him whom we thus love, and 
call on Him in whom we thus confide, boldly 
crying, Abba, Father.— Zuingle. 


A SINGULAR FACT. 


“The Cherokees,” said John Ridge in his late 
speech, ‘‘are the only modern nation who can 
claim the honor of having invented an alphabet. 
George Guess, a Cherokee Indian, who did not 
understand a single letter, within a few years 
had invented an alphabet in which a newspaper 
is now published in the Cherokee nation, and 
their children taught to read and write. He was 
a poor man, living in a retired part of the nation, 
and he told the head men one day that he could 
make a book. ‘The chiefs replied it was impos- 
sible, because they said, the Great Spirit at first 
made a red and a white boy; to the red boy he 
gave a book and to the white boy a bow and ar- 
row, but the white boy came round the red boy, 
stole his book, and went off, leaving him the bow 
and arrow, and therefore an Indian could not 
make a book. But George Guess thought he 
could. He shut himself up to study; his corn 
was left to weeds, and he was pronounced a cra- 
zy man by the tribe. His wife thought so too, 
and burnt up his manuscripts, whenever she 
could find them; but he persevered, He first 
attempted to form a character for every word in 
the Cherokee language, but was forced to aban- 
don it. He then set about discovering the num- 
ber of sounds in the language, which he found 
was sixty-eight, and for each of these he adopt- 
ed a character, which forms the alphabet, and 
these characters combined like letters, form 
words. Having accomplished this, he called 
together six of his neighbors, and said, now I 
can make a book. They did not beliewe him.— 
To convince them, he asked each of them to 
make a speech, which he wrote down as they 
spoke, and then read to them, so that each one 
knew Nis own speech, and they then acknowl- 
edged he could make a book, and*from this in- 
vention of this great man, the Cherokees have 
become a reading people.” 


IGNORANCE AND KNOWLEDGE. 


Ignorance is the parent of superstition, which 
has upheld the most grievous tyrannies, the cov- 
ering by which the human mind has been kept 
dark and dismal, the cherisher of bad habits 
which have demoralized society, the supporter 
of extravagance which has ruined individuals 
and nations. ’Tis ignorance which devotes the 
poor to the craft of designing knaves, that per- 
plexes and bewilders the mind under difficulties, 
that fosters the taste for delusive pleasures, that 
causes people to be covetous of property, and 
yet extravagant in spending it on their lusts. It 


and die in awful uncertainty. The ignorant 


mals, as though possessed of no soul. 

Knowledge is the eo of true devotion,and 
secures for man the freedom to worship God,ac- 
cording to the dictates of his own conscience. 
’Tis the light which disperses mental gloom, ’tis 
the corrector of vicious habits and propensities, 
*tisthe next of kin to prudence, which teaches 
persons how to guide their affairs with discre- 
tion. *Tis wisdom which guards the poor from 
the designs of the crafty; that leads men through 
difficulties without distraction; that cultivates 
the taste for spiritual and intellectual pursuits; 
that makes men charitable, because it teaches 
them to be frugal; that guides us through life 
without mysteriousness, and enables us to meet 
death with fortitude, and with a hope full of 
immortality, 


GOING DIFFERENT WAYS. 


Rev. Dr. Witherspoon, former president at 

Princeton college, was once on board a packet 
ship, where, among other passengers was a pro- 
fessed atheist.’ This fellow was very fond of 
troubling every body with his peculiar belief; 
and preaching the subject as often as he could 
get any body to listen to him. ‘He did’nt be- 
lieve in a God, and a future state—not he?’— 
By and by there came up a terrible storm, and 
the prospect was thatall would go to the bottom. 
There was much fear and consternation on board, 
but no one was so horribly frightened as the 
atheist. In this extremity he sought out the 
clergyman. He found him in the cabin firm 
and collected, and thus addressed him:—Oh,Dr. 
Witherspoon! Dr. Witherspoon! we’re all @oing 
for it—We have but a short time to stay. Oh! 
my gracious! how the vessel rocks. We’re all 
going—don’t you think we are Doctor? 
The Rev. gentleman turned on him a look of 
most provoking coolness, and replied in broad 
Scotch—‘Na doubt, na doubt, mon we're a’gang- 
ing: but you and I dinna gang the same way.” 


The Culture of the Mind propitious to Piety, 


Asa matter of actual occurrence, who can 
doubt, that the most eminent piety, that which 
has been held up as _ the light of the world, has 
usually been found in connection with enlight- 
ened, enlarged, and refined minds? If some of 
the early preachers and patrons of christianity 
should be deemed an exception, it is rather in 
form than in essence, Their native deficiency. 
in mental discipline and embellishment was sup- 
plied by supernatural training, So far as our 
personal acquaintance extends, in what class of 
christians have we found firmness of principle, 
elevation of aim, purity of heart, and consisten- 
cy of deportment, of the highest order, but in 
that class, whose minds have been expanded and 
refined by knowledge, who have loved their 
books, and the haunts ot the muses, though they 
loved Zion, and Calvary more? 

Exemplary and established Christians there 
are, among those who have received little other 
light than that of the Gospel; but we must look 
for commanding, influential piety, a piety which 
will be felt far and near, apd will speak to fu- 
ture ages,chiefly in minds, which by appropriate 
discipline, are fitted to display religion in some- 
what of its native dignity and power. The rich. 
cast of devotion which distinguished Watts and 
Cowper, Bogue and Hall, Payson, Evarts and 
Rice, is, as in hundreds of other instances, to be 


map exists like a wanderer who knows not his 


attributed, in some sense, to the superior order 
and cultivation of their minds. ae 


destination, and die§ like one of the lower ani-| OBITUARY. 
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For the 
Benepict B. 


The subject of the following memoir, Brenr- 
pict B. LapsEexLt, was born in Northumberland 
county, Va., on the 7th day of October, 1813. 
His parents were members of the M. E. Church, 
and instructed him in the doctrines of Christi- 
anity, in the early part of his life; at which 
time, (not exceeding 14 years of age,) he saw 
himself a sinner, and felt the need of thé Sa- 
viour; he then sought for and obtained an asy- 
lum in the wounds of Jesus Christ; and onal 
say, ‘‘O Lord, I will praise thee: though thou 
wert angry with me, thine anger is turned away, 
and thou comfortest me.” He then attached 
himself to the M. E. Church, of which he 
continued an acceptable-member, until some of 
her most worthy meffibers were unjustly driven 
by persecution from her borders. He, seeing 
this unjust procedure, determined to forsake 
her, and to seek shelter elsewhere, and pub- 
licly directed the Preacher in charge, (the 
Rev. S, Clark) to erase his name from the 
class book. He then joined the Reformers, 
as they were called, a people of God; and con- 
tinued with them. Sometime after he had join- 
ed the M. P. Church, I was chosen by the class 
of which we were members, as a leader; con- 
sequently, it was my duty to advise, instruct, 
&c. He always gave the strongest evidence, 
that he was seeking “a city out of sight,— 
whose Maker and Builder is God.’ I became 
a member of his father’s family; and was bet- 
ter prepared to judge of his Christian course: 
and I was also with him, during his last ill- 
ness. For'a few weeks he was confined to 
his room, and for a day or two, to his bed, 
before his change came, His rationality he re- 
tained to the last; and the nearer he approach- 
ed eternity, the more lamblike he became. The 
true light of Heaven so beamed upon his mind, 
and love to God and man so filled his heart, that 
he could say, “I long to depart and be with 
Christ, which is far better.”’ About 4 o’clock, 
P, M., on the day of his death, he said, ‘‘for 
me to live, is Christ,-—to die, is gain.” A few 
minutes after, he observed to me, my dear 
Bro. set by me, and see my last—for a little 
before, or after, the setting of the sun, I shall 
be in the Kingdom of Heaven: for I see my 
way just as clear, as if the ceiling were glass, 
yet 1 wait ‘the will of God to prove.’ He 
then called his brothers to him, one by one, 
and exhorted them to meet him in Heaven; 
not to forget his advice, as he had not for- 
gotten his mother’s advice which she gave him 
in her departing moments. He then addressed 
his father. Such atime I newer beheld:—lan- 

guage fails me to describe it. Could the read- 

er witness such, he would drop a tear or two 

—not of grief, but of joy. ‘The memorable 

period of April 18th, 1832, arrived, when be- 

tween the hours of 7 and 8, P. M., accord- 

ing to his intimation, without a struggle or 

roan, “he entered into his Master’s joy,” aged 

8 years, 7 months, and 11 days. The Rev. 

Dr. J. M. Jennings; preached his funeral ser- 

mon on the following Sabbath, to a large and 

respectable congregation, from the 39th Psalm, 

Sth v. “Behold, thou hast made my days as an 
hand-breadth; and mine “ge is nothing before 

thee; verily, every man at his best state, is al- 

together vanity.” “Let me die the death of the 


righteous; and let my last end he like his.” 
| Ww. G. WALKER. 
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ORIGINAL POETRY. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
THE PENITENT’S HYMN. 


When on the page of thought I read 
My failings on life’s slippery way, 

With kcen remorse my heart strings bleed, 
That I have turned so oft astray; 

And tears of bitter anguish flow, 

Impelled by dread of coming woe. 


The past, from heaven’s eternal law, 
Transgression was in thousand forms; 
The present, wretchedness and awe; 
The future, dark with pending storms; 
No el promises to claim, 
And lashed by conscious guilt and shame. 


To evanescent pleasures given, 
My noblest powers were spent for nought; 
Turned far from holiness and heaven, 
Eternal misery have I sought; 
For refuge where shall I retire, 
To shun Jehovah’s vengeful ire? 


Lord! Irepent. In dust I bow, 

And own my guilt before thy throne. 
Jesus! my Saviour, mercy, now, 

I ask through Thee, and Thee alone; 
Oh! on my heart a pardon seal, 
And all thy rapturous love reveal. 


No hope have I in heav’n above, | 
Nor on this earth but thee alone, 
My anchor-hold is in thy love, 
Which did for all my sins atone. 
Oh! .bid me from the dust arise, 
And claim my title to the skies. 


Had I a heart for every star, 
That glows in yon ethereal blue, 
From sin’s pollution distant far, 
And bliss immortal in my view, 
My glory and my pride should be, 
To spend their deathless powers for Thee. 
J. H. L. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
HYMN FOR DOMESTIC WORSHIP. 


Heavenly Parent! while we meet, 
Here before thy mercy seat, 
Let our spirits mount above, 
On the eagle-wings of love; 
May our praise accepted be, 
From unhallowed wanderings free. 


Lord! thy mercy ever hath 

Been around our bed and path; 

And our cup has overflow’d 

With good things thou hast bestow’d; 
And for Christ, our heavenly friend, 
We will praise thee without end. 


Oh! may His bright precepts be 
_ Our unfailing guide to Thee; 
That through ev’ry good or ill, 
_ Purpos’d in thy righteous will, 
‘We may trust in Thy defence, 
Till death’s summons calls us hence. 


J. H. L. 


THE BIBLE. 
Within this awful volume lies 
The my of mysteries. 


Oh! happiest they of human race, 
. , To whom our God has given grace 
_ To hear, to read, to fear, to pray, 
To lift the latch, and force the way: 
But better had they ne’er been born, 


INTELLIGENCE. 


j steward, and Thomas 


ST. SIMONIANS, 

The St. Simonians, it appears, have run their brief 
ce; what sort of religionists is next to spring from the 
infidelity of France? It is difficult to form conjectures 
on the subject of this inquiry. .But to return to the 
distracted followers of St. Simon. 


A late London paper says—“The sect of the St. Si- 
monians seems now in a complete. state of dissolution, 
without the aid of the cholera. Its ‘Supreme Father” 
M. Enfantin, after struggling with his own converts, 
and with the public—after contending against ‘*Father” 
Bazard and the police,—may be said to have given in 
his resignation of the new government of the society. 
Having in vain solicited new subscriptions, and invited 
new disciples to aid his cause, he has been obliged to 
take leave of ‘‘his children,” and announces that he is 
retiring to the country to meditate on new schemes for 
the promotion of human happiness. The ungrateful 
Parisians, we dare say, will bear the loss with a pro- 
voking resignation, and will only wish that the cholera 
had gone along with the father. The era must, there- 
fore, be sometime farther adjourned, in which St. Si- 
monianism is to cover the earth with its votaries, and 
in which every man is to be rewarded according to his 
‘capacity and his works.” The moral power of mo- 
ney, of which the ‘‘Supreme Father” speaks so much 
in his lucubrations, has not yet been established; and 
the doctrines of St. Simon cannot be discounted on the 
Stock Exchange. 


[An account of this sect may be seen p. 339, vol. 1, 
of this paper. ] 


TRIAL OF THE REV. EDWARD IRVING. 


The trial of the Rev. Edward Irving was closed on 
the 2d of May. In pronouncing the sentence, the 
Moderator, (the Rev. Dr. Brown,) remarked that the 
Rev@Mr. Irving was a sincere man, but he considered 
that he was laboring under a strong and mournful delu- 
sion—that his amiable character was dragging hundreds 


| from the path of truth. Was it tobe said that three or 


four women, because Mr. Irving said they spoke by the 
Holy Ghost, should overturn the whole system of dis- 
cipline? The idea was vain, monstrous, and abomina- 
ble. Truth was the same at the commencement of the 
Christian era, and remained so in 1832. It was a delu- 
sion of the worst kind—the delusion of Satan—and the 
defendant had violated his trust deed by allowing the 
service to be disturbed. 


The Moderator then read the sentence:—It stated the 
grounds of complaint on the part of the trustees, and 
that though Mr. Irving had been expelled the Presby- 
tery before on his heresy concerning the doctrine of 
the Human Nature of Christ, the Presbytery had pro- 
ceeded no further then; but now having heard the 
complaint, as well as Mr. Irving in defence, the Pres- 
bytery had come to the conclusion, that by allowing 
the exercise of alleged supernatural gifts in the Church 
he had rendered himself unfit longer to be Minister of 
the Scotch Church, and that the usual process should 
be taken to enforce the decision. 


At the recent General Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, at Philadelphia, the Rev’d John 
Emory, D. D. of New York, and the Rev. J.0.Andrew, 


‘| of South Carolina, were elected Bishops, and the Rev. 


Melville B. Cox, of North Carolina, was appointed 
Missionary to Liberia. 

The election for the Book Concern has resulted in 
the appointment of Nathan Bangs for editor of the 
Methodist Magazine and Quarterly Review, and of the 
books in general; and J. P. Durbin, editor of the 
Christian Advocate and Journal and Zion’s Herald, 
Sunday School books and tracts; and Peter Akers, for 
assistant editor. Beverly Waugh for general book 
Mason, assistant. For the branch 
establishment at Cincinnati, Charles Holliday, general 
agent, and J. F. Wright, assistant agent. 


General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church. 
_ This body convened in the first Presbyterian church, 
in Philadelphia, on Thursday, May 17th, and was open-: 
ed with a sermon from Rev, N.S. S. Beman, moderator 


Who read to doubt, or read to scorn. Byron, 


of the last Assembly, from Acts xix. 26, ‘So mightily 
grew the word of God and prevailed.” 


METHODIST , PROTESTANT. 


BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


Those subscribers who have not paid for the present 
volume, and who do not remit $2 50 before the first day 
of July, will, according to the terms, be charged three 
dollars. Our Agents will gladly receive, and promptly 
forward their respective amounts to the publisher. 
Those who prefer remitting to the Publisher direct, 
per mail, can do so at his risk. 


We have several copies of the first volume of this 
paper on hand, very neatly bound. Our friends, when 
ordering books, will please bear this in mind. This 
volume furnishes a history of the important events con- 
nected with the history of the Methodist Protestant 
Church; and cannot fail to interest all its friends. It 
contains information not to be found elsewhere. 


We have forwarded to some of our Agents a pros- 
pectus for Dr. Mosheim’s Ecclesiastical History, We 
hope they will procure a considerable number of sub- 
scribers. Such of them as have not sufficient leisure to 
effect that object, will please hand them to those 
they believe will attend to them. But we hope 
that no agent will decline exerting his best efforts per- 
sonally. The work is certainly one of the highest 
celebrity; and to facilitate its general circulation, it will 
be equally creditable to those whe offer the work as 
those who subscribe therefor. 
have received prospectuses, and desire them, will 
please inform us, and they shall be supplied. Those 
who wish the work, where there are no agents, will 
please send their names and residence, per mail. 


The Book Agent respectfully requests brethren to 
forward the proceeds for such books as they have dis- 
posed of—as they are very much needed. It is hoped 
our friends will exert themselves when they know that 
the Church Fund will be increased in proportion to the 
receipts forwarded for books and the periodical. 


Remittances received on account of this paper, since the 
22d number, viz: 


By William Collier, for Thomas Cole. Amasa Leo: 
nard. E. Strahan. A. Webster. Scott Baker. By 
Charles Kennon, for W. J. Welburn. Henry Wygart. 
By J. Godwin, for James Varden and Isaac Crump. 
Jesse Dennell, N. N. Cockarell. John Stinchicomb. 
John Anderson. By L. D. Johnson, for P. Brown, 
Nathan Clafk, and Nathaniel Spindle. By Daniel 
Yantes, for himself and Peter Hines. By Eppes Tuck- 
er, for J. Parker. By William Reeves, for Elias Morse, 
W.B. Miller; and George Martin. Sally Hartshorn. 
Salmon Brownson, B. L. F. Cosby, for James Hall. 


Remittances on account of First Volume, since the 22d 
number, viz: 

Samuel Thompson; for 1831 and 1832. Moses Law- 
rence, for do do. By Charles Kennon, for Micajah 
Hughes, for 1831 and 1832. Rebert Loveille, J. Har- 
ker, W. Hamilton, Wm. McCormick, Sanford Tyley, 
M. Adamgy for 1831 and 1832. 


Receipts for Books—gratefully recorded, since the 22d No. 


Samuel J. Harris, $15 00 
Frederick Stier, - - 5 00 


Alexander Allbright, en 10 09 
John Coe, - 20 00 


Letters Received since the 22d number. 


William Wyman, Gideon Davis, Richardson, Lord, & 
Holbrook, Michael Burdge, Samuel Duty, Samuel J. 
Harris, David Ayres, Scott Baker, Frederick Stier, N. 
E. & T. M. Coldwell & Co. W. W. Hill, Nicholas 
Snethen, 2. L. Frost, J. Godwin, Hyde & Goodrich, 
Anson Arnold, (papers sent.) J. M. Jennings, W. G. 
Walker, Thomas Jacobs, Hugh Kelley, J. H. Devor, 
L. R. Reese, J. S. Foster, Joseph Cramer, S. Hamil- 
tun, Daniel Yantes, L. D. Johnson, Asa Shinn, J.Hanna, 
William Reeves, E. Tucker, C. Woolsey, H. Howe, 
Sally Hartshorn, S. J. Silvester, Samuel Brownson, L. 
F. Cosby, John Coe. 


Books forwarded to the following persons, since the 22d 

', Frederick Stier, care of Gideon Davis, Georgetown, 

N.C. one package. Samuel Duty, Lin Bank, N.C. care 


of D’Arcy Paul, Petersburg, Va. one box. J. M. Jen- 
nings, care of B. Burgess, Burgess’ Store, Va. one 


package. Thos. Jacobs, Alexandria, D.C. one package. 


Those who may not . 
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